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Digital Assignment 4: From Great Depression to Great Power (1929-1945)

Part 1: Great Depression.  

	

Why do you think Hoover wants to keep this letter secret from the American people?

	Hoover wanted to keep the letter a secret because he never wanted the current situation of the economy to be disclosed to the American people as this would have worsened the situation. He only wanted it produced if the democratic leaders in some future gives a misleading information to the Americans about the causes of the present situation. 

	

Summarize very briefly each of the 5 periods Hoover mentions. 


	The first period started was characterized by a great collapse of the economy whereby unemployment levels increased, prices for commodities went down, banks failed, agriculture reduced, people began to fear to hoard gold and money, and exports dropped 
The second period occurred between 60s and 90s whereby there was restoration of the economy. The country began to move forward since the failures in the first period were restored. 
The third period happened in April to July of 1932. The proposals made by the president were declined by the congress. The confidence of the people dropped leading to the demoralization of the economy. 
The fourth period lasted between July and October whereby the economy was improved, the worsening situations were restored and peoples’ confidence was restored. 
The fifth period started before the election and has lasted up to date. This period is compared to the third period because the democratic leaders declined the presidents’ proposals to improving the economy. 

	

What does Hoover believe the people fear? 

	The people fear the current policies by the democratic leaders which are worsening the economy and the refusal by these democratic leaders to implement Hoovers’ policies which aim at improving the economy. 

	

What suggestion does Hoover make for the new incoming president? 

	Hoover suggests that the new president should end the conflagration before getting uncontrollable by balancing the budget even if it’s by increasing taxes, restriction of new projects to ensure that government finances remain stable and by ensuring that the currency is not tempered with. 

	

What is the major ingredient needed, in HH’s opinion, for the nation to turn itself around? 

	Hoover believes that by restoring confidence the nation will have some great change in the future. 

















Part 2: World War II (1941-1945). World War 2 began in 1939 between the European powers: Britain, Germany and France. It was later joined by Italy in June 1940, Russia in June 1941, Japan and the USA in December 1941. Initially, the United States remained neutral and never wanted to get involved in any kind of war. USA became a peaceful nation after the First World War and concluded that it was a mistake participating in the affair. As the war in Europe continued to worsen, the United States maintained their neutrality policy and passed neutrality Act in 1935. 
The United States did not want to get involved in the war because it never affected its people as well as the State. In 1930s the USA did not want to shed blood for Chinas’ sake. In addition, the state was slowly recovering from the Great Depression of unemployment and farm problems and required some peace to concentrate on recovery. The invasion by Hitler in Poland in 1939 as well as the war declared by Britain and France meant little to the USA. Regardless of the neutrality state of USA, it offered support to China and sold essential products and commodities to Japan to aid them in the war.
The situation in USA changed in May and June 1940 when France was knocked out of the war and Japan send its troops in the north of France. The USA then offered support to Britain. Germany, Japan and Italy signed the Tripartite Pact in September 1940 which aimed at preventing America’s entry into the war. The bombing of London in 1940 and increased attacks to Britain raised some sympathy but Roosevelt took caution not to get involved in a direct war. Roosevelt never wanted to fight Italy and Germany without a backup and he still maintained neutrality. 
In September 1940, he provided Britain with American destroyers. He successfully put through the legislation of Congress Lend-Lease in March 1941. Secret talks were made in early 1941 between the American military leaders and British in Washington. In august 1941, Roosevelt issued a declaration of aggression and condemned Hitler and Nazism. He also made orders that the British convoys be escorted by the United States Navy. 
Japan moved its military into the south of Indochina as a way of responding to its frozen assets by Washington and the cut off exports of oil by the British and Dutch. A military attack was expected to be in the Philippines or East Indies, but surprisingly Japan send its blow in Hawaii attacking and destroying war ships at Pearl Harbor. The USA officially declared war in December 1941 after the attack on Pearl Harbor. 
Roosevelt called for war against only Japan on 8th December but Nazi Germany and Italy too declared war on the USA on 11th December. This marked the entry of the United States into the World War 2. In April, 30th 1945, Hitler committed suicide and Germany surrendered to the Western Allies on May 7th 1945. The United States dropped atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki in August 1945 after which Japan surrendered leading to the end of World War 2. That marked the end of Hitler and Nazi marking the beginning of a new world. 


 




Part 3: Orson Welles and the “War of the Worlds.”  

	
Why did Welles’s “war of the Worlds” broadcast create so much panic and hysteria? 

	The way in which the broadcast was introduced created panic in the whole nation. It began with a loud exclamation and the announcer described something like a snake which brought fear to the listeners. 

	
Outside of the United States, where there any countries or cities that underwent the same hysteria?  Was it worse?  Were there differences? Do you think level of education has anything to do with this?  

	The United States experienced the worst hysteria. Other cities like the New York State the broadcast mostly went unnoticed. The hysteria in United States was worse than in New York. The level of education may have contributed to the hysteria. 

	
Can Welles’ cab held responsible for the hysteria that followed the airing of the radio program?  

	Welles’ cannot be held responsible for the hysteria since it was the media networks which did the programming.

	
Do the media (social and otherwise) today hold as much power and influence as did radio in the 1930s?  Do you think an audience today would be as likely to react with panic and hysteria is a similar program were aired today?  Do films like Tom Cruise’s 2005 “Wars of the World” play any role?  Elaborate your response. 

	The media has a lot of influence to the public in the today world since most people follow on what they get and listen from the media. People would still react in panic if a similar program is aired. Films play roles in educating the public of past events. 

	



Draw a picture of what you think an extraterrestrial might look like.    This is obviously just for fun, so be creative.


 

	An extraterrestrial situation may bring up some of worst effects ever. It may result to loss of lives, destruction of properties and other extra ordinary calamities. 









[bookmark: _GoBack]Part 4: The Atomic Bomb: Hiroshima and Nagasaki.  
Dear People of the United States, 
My name is Henry Shaw and I am a survivor of the atomic bomb that happened in Japan in the year 1945. I am writing this letter to you to express my feelings and opinion about the bombing event. It was a very devastating event and it’s unlikely that it happened. So many lives were lost and there have been a lot of suffering from the radiation. The event left me devastated and it must not happen again. 
I had just arrived in my office when the bombing took place. It was exactly 8:15 am in the morning when a powerful flash occurred that send me unconscious. Most of my colleagues were seriously injured at the time I regained my conscious.  People were in real pain. Some had very severe burns, others had been left naked while others were dead. I was lucky to survive although I incurred some few injuries which left me crippled. The explosion was followed by a spreading fire and people were trying to run for their safety. The witnesses tried to save other people and they rescued me from the scene. All the hospitals were filled by injured people who were in real pain and agony and dead bodies lied everywhere. 
People developed sicknesses due to the radiation and developed hatred for the American people. Hiroshima was greatly destroyed and chaos continued after the bombing. The bombing left very many negative impacts including incapability to work as a result of permanent injuries. The survivors were being discriminated and many of the employers could not give them jobs since they never worked normally. This discrimination stopped when the survivors were offered medical care law and an allowance given to them monthly. Very many people lost their loved ones and others were abandoned by their families after being crippled. Buildings and neighborhoods were also destroyed by the atomic bomb. Properties were also destroyed at a great extent. 
The effects of the atomic bomb further included: low living standards, high rates of criminology, low economic growth, the radiation caused both acute and long- term effects. The acute effects includes damage to the body cells while long term effects include diseases like cancer. The ionizing radiations have had effects on the DNA thus interfering with genes. Sicknesses have continued to be witnessed in Japan as a result of the radiation from the atomic bomb. 


















Respectfully yours, 



